A DREADFUL & TRYING DAY

This is an excerpt from an email just sent by HeaBeynolds of God’'s Golden Acre. It illustrates
very powerfully the devastating impact of HIV arl®3.on young families and the critical need to
support organisations such as GGA which carry saicloverwhelming load of care.(The
Foundation has sent $20,000 to GGA this year.)

Heather writes?| have had a most dreadful, trying day and evening and feel so
very upset. | was doing my rounds in the rural valleys takingoverty relief
parcels to the grannies or child headed households. As wenrs approaching

our last port of call (It was already getting quite dark by this time) we were
stopped by an old woman who begged us to come and help her dhter.

We turned around and went along the most appalling road whichifally

petered out. We parked the vehicle and took the last povertypod parcel and
our first aid kit. We walked the remaining kilometre down a mountain in the
dark, with a miserable flashlight.

When we arrived at the little hovel it was in total darknesswith only a small
portion still with any roof covering at all. We always put candls and matches
into our food parcels, we lit a candle and entered the tinroom. There on a
small bed lay a dying young woman (approx. 26 years old). As we ergd rats
scampered off the bed. They had been chewing at her feet

In front of the bed, huddled together, were 4 little ciidren aged 18 months to

7 years old. The dying woman obviously had full blown AIDS. Thex was not a
single crumb of food or any medication. The children wereni tatters and so
cold and hungry.

| spent a few hours sorting
things out and | will arrange a
small support team but this hag
really shaken me. | should be
used to it but | still find myself
so emotionally involved.

It is so awful, how many other
people are lying helplessly in
the same way. At the moment
we are supporting 509 children
in the rural areas.

Just wanted to share this with
you all. Itis 3 am in the
morning and | find sleep
impossible.

God Bless, love Heather.”

The house described in Heather’s email.
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start with more than $6000
pledged for people suffering of
or from the effects of AIDS.

At the launch, it was
announced an anonymous donor
would match dollar for dollar the
amount of money raised - the
coffers at the moment are a
healthy $12,500.

But, there is more money to
be raised.

Peter Archer, the founda-
tion's secretary said the response
from the community has been
supportive.

He said even battling fami-
lies have recognised the plight of
people less fortunate than them-
selves and cites an example of a
gamily in Claymore donating
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"There is even a pensioner

from Camden who warns visi-

Dr Schwarz said the old are
taking care of the very young.

"The grannies are rearing
their grandchildren because the
children's parents have died,
either from AIDS or a related ill-
ness.

"These people have nothing
and there is no social security in
these countries in Africa."

Bernard Kabaru Mwangi, a
Baptist minister from Kenya
who is studying in Sydney said
the numbers of deaths is stagger-
ing.

Rev Kabaru likened it to
about 60 school buses full of
people crashing over the cliffs
every day of the year.

If that was the scenario there
would be an international outcry
and focus on road safety, but this
virus is silent, he said.

"It is the inaudible killer."

edged that the she herself is for-
tunate as well as many in the
community.

"It isn't about charity or even
just about caring and being com-
passionate, because in these cir-
cumstances that definition and
the words are just too small," Cr
Campbell said.

"What this is about is human-
ity and it's as simple as our
humanity being diminished by
the suffering of another human
being. 3
"Dr Schwarz and the other
five founders of the foundation
and their supporters have given
the Camden community an
opportunity to reach beyond
itself to embrace a wider human-
ity."

For more details about the
foundation call Peter Archer on
46 58 0580.

The official launch of the African AIDS Foundation on 24 July, wa®y successful ever
More than 180 people attended and over $6000 was given to the Foundatiamdbig was
matched dollar for dollar by an anonymous donor meaning $12,500 wed o the night.
The Foundation has also received very favourable coverage lioctienewspapers, including
The District Reporterlts article on the launch is reprinted here with kindrpssion.
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Around 25 millionpeople in Africa
are CURRENTLY infected with
HIV. Most of these people will
and yet develop full-blown AIDS.

Africa has 11% of the
world’s population

Over 70% of all AIDS Over the next 10 years they will joip
sufferers in the world the 17 million who have already
are found there. died from the disease. Millions moje
are infected every year!

They will die a painful and
distressing death!!

As a direct result ofi—
Al DS, there aréd.3 / south Africa has about twice trm

- . population of Australia. Yet
million Ol‘phanS | AIDS experts say that in_South

Africa alone:

Su b'Saharan AfriC - there are now 420,000

orphans as a result of the
AIDS epidemic;

this figure will rise to at least
2.5 million orphans by 2005;

250,000 people will die this
year from AIDS;

by 2008 the total number of
people dying per year is
expected to reach % million;

life expectancy has fallen
from 60 years of age to 40

Kyears of age. /
An elderly grandmother left to care for her grandchildren
orphaned by AIDS, near God’s Golden Acre, Pietermaritzbgrg,
South Africa.
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Helping to rebuild families shattered by HIV/AIDS;

Supporting and/or establishing cluster homes fosehorphaned as a result of HIV/AIDS;

Assisting families who foster children orphanedhassult of HIV/AIDS;

Helping children, deprived of opportunities as suteof HIV/AIDS, to fulfil their potential in hd#h, education,
emotional security and faith in God;

Involvement in community development projects;

Facilitating the provision of medical assistancd arpertise as appropriate and available;

Recruiting volunteers for appropriate terms of &ery

Educating people as to the cause and transmiskidtVoAIDS;

Making known the HIV/AIDS situation worldwide;

Challenging people to financially support HIV/AlD&lated projects;

Co-operating with like-minded organisations;

Seeking government, corporate, and community assistfor HIV/AIDS related projects and the provisaf
medical and other necessary supplies.
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Africen AIDS ion?

You can be part of the work éffrican AIDS Foundation by:

Giving financial support.

Praying for AAF and the organisations it assists.

Telling others about the Foundation and its work.

Inviting a representative from the Foundation tdrads your church, club or
organisation.

Visiting Africa with a exchange team to experieficghand the work being done
to alleviate the suffering caused by AIDS.

Receiving regular news on the Foundation by thrabhghAAF Update.

MY RESPONSE

Yes, | want to know more about AAF! : )
Please add my name to your mailing list. with my gift of
NAME: $

ADDRESS:

. Postal Address: Registered Office:
AfrICan PO Box 701, 37 Hilder Street,
AI DS NARELLAN. NSW. 2567. ELDERSLIE. NSW. 2570
. Telephone (02) 4658-0580 Fax (02) 4658-0887
FO u n d atl O n Chairman: Secretary:
ABN: 39 095 833 935 Dr John Schwarz Mr Peter Archer

| want to support AAF




