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Tony Campolo is professor emeritus at 
Eastern University in the USA. He is 
also a world renowned church leader. 
Following is an extract of his 
impassioned plea on World AIDS Day 

2003. 
Tony Campolo said: I wish you could see 
what I saw when I visited South Africa and 
Zimbabwe. Spread before my eyes were the 
devastating effects of the AIDS epidemic. It 
seemed as though everywhere I turned I met 
children who belonged to nobody, because 
they had lost both parents to this dreaded 
disease. In two of the schools I visited, there 
was a shortage of teachers because more than 
half of the teachers had died of AIDS...  
The Christian response to the AIDS epidemic 
has been abominable. There has been a 
tendency to write off those who are suffering 
from AIDS on the grounds that this disease is 
some kind of punishment that God has meted 
out to those who have been sexually 
promiscuous. The logic behind such a 
conclusion is beyond my comprehension. 
Consider the fact that a huge number of those 
who are HIV positive are women who have 
been infected by promiscuous husbands. Are 
they to be condemned and ignored because of 
what their husbands have done? And what 
about the children who are born with the 
disease? Children constitute a significant 
proportion of those who are facing the 
possibility of AIDS-related death through no 
fault of their own... 
The AIDS epidemic very much parallels the 
disease of leprosy that we read 
about in the New Testament… 
Leprosy was seen as having a 
spiritual dimension to it, and 
lepers were looked upon as 
being especially cursed by 
God. 
…Jesus had a special spot in 
his heart for lepers. He 
embraced them. He certainly 
did not view the disease as 
some kind of special 
punishment that had been 
rained down on them by [God]... 
Mother Theresa once said, 
“Whenever I look into the eyes of 
someone dying of AIDS, I have an eerie 
awareness that Jesus is staring back at me...” 
Indifference to the people in Africa who are 
suffering from AIDS must be challenged… We 

must raise our voices against those 
pharmaceutical corporations that overprice 
the new drugs able to slow down the effects 
of the HIV virus... We must call the 
corporate community to account when they 
value a profit more than the lives of people. 
We must speak out against a government that 
spends trillions of dollars to build up a 
military machine, but provides only a 
pittance to deal with the AIDS crisis that is 
destroying Africa. But please, for God’s 
sake, do something!” 
 
This article is a timely reminder of the 
needs and a spur to maintain the energy 
in assisting others. Simultaneously, we 
are inspired by those we know, in South 
Africa, Kenya and elsewhere, who are 
doing something. People who, having 
seen the problems, have risen to the 
challenge. People who are not waiting 
for someone else to do something but 
have thoughtfully and sacrificially 
responded with compassion to those in 
need. Much is already being done. But, 
as Tony Campolo reminds us, much 
remains to be done.  
 
In this edition of Solutions  we highlight 
just some of the needs, some of the 
responses, and some of those people 
who are giving of themselves in answer 
to these enormous issues.  
 
As you read on, we hope you, too, are 
inspired.  
 

Peter Archer – Editor. 
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Gail Trollip, director of Tabitha Ministries, 
recently spoke by phone with the board 
members of AAF. She painted an 
appalling picture of life for kids in the 
valleys around Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal 
Province, South Africa. But Gail also told the boar d 
of a fantastic opportunity Tabitha has to purchase a 
small holding to accommodate children. The project 
is called Greenleaf Farm and the AAF Board is 
initiating a special appeal, on behalf of Tabitha, for 
our supporters to assist this enterprise. 
 
Gail brought the Board up to date with the situation in 
KwaZulu-Natal, the epicentre of the AIDS virus in South 
Africa. She said that, for the first time, the death rate 
now exceeds the birth rate. It is also estimated that 5 
million people across South Africa will be HIV-infected 
by 2005. Further, the life expectancy for newborns, on 
current trends, has been drastically reduced. It is 
predicted that only 13% of them will reach the age of 40! 
But, as Gail said, statistics fail to convey the human face 
of an illness which affects individuals, communities and 
South Africa as a whole. 
They do not tell the story of the teenager, racked with 
pain, starving, and with fear in her eyes, as she faces 
imminent death; or a health system stretched completely 
beyond its capacity to cope; or the grief of a 
grandmother who, having buried her children, is now 
faced with the task of burying her grandchildren; or of 
orphaned children who are at the mercy of predatory 
men in their communities. 
Already, Tabitha is impressive in the way it is 
combatting the effects of AIDS. The last issue of 
Solutions  detailed some of the programs in which they 
are involved including: visiting 700 dying patients  
each week; AIDS awareness programs  reaching 
thousands of kids in schools; training people in HIV/
AIDS and bereavement counselling ; job creation  
projects; the introduction of a hospice facility ; as well 
as “Little Angels” , an orphanage for 12-15 babies. 
But, according to Gail, one of the emerging challenges  
for the community is protecting and helping teenagers. 
She suggests they are the forgotten survivors of the 
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AIDS pandemic who have little hope and fewer 
services and facilities to help them. She told the AAF 
Board that in the previous week Tabitha had cared 
for 5 young teenagers who had been grossly 
sexually abused. 
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The “farm” is a 2.6 hectare property with a main 
house and 4 
units.  
A l l  t h e s e 
buildings are in 
i m m a c u l a t e 
condition and 
a r e  f u l l y 
f u r n i s h e d . 
Other buildings, 
including a 
large hall, are 
on site but 
need some 
work. It is also 
h o p e d  t o 
c o n s t r u c t 
f u r t h e r 
accomodation 
at a later date. 
The farm is 
being offered to 
Tabitha for 
approximately AUS $250,000. The farm would be 
used for cluster home accomodation and a place of 
safety for vulnerable teenagers and children. It would 
be able to provide loving home environments as well 
as counselling and education and will link to the 
other work being done by Tabitha. 
AAF directors John and Rosalie Schwarz, Peter 
Archer and Ken Allen, have all visited and endorse 
the work of Tabitha. It is an outstanding, professional 
and compassionate undertaking which has already 
had a profound impact in Pietermaritzburg.  
AAF is so committed to the Greenleaf project that 
we have already sent $10,000 towards it.   
We are appealling to our supporters in the hope that 
some of you will see this as a project you can 
encourage and for which you could give specific 
additional donations. Are you challenged by this 
opportunity?  
 
Please, we ask you to support Greenleaf Farm, 

which so clearly fits with our aim of providing 
children with homes, hope and a future.  
 

Gail Trollip speaking with AAF Director Ken Allen 
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The Sakhisizwe Community Development Project , 
led by Dr Vincent Mkhabela is now well under way. Due 
to a number of other projects having a similar name, 
Vincent has renamed this project Operation Lazarus . 
This is still an appropriate name as he is determined to 
bring new life to the communities in which he is 
working. The communities involved are called 
Langaville Extension 6, Langaville Extension 8, and 
Slovo Park. 
The project remains under the auspices of Rainbows 
of Hope.  African AIDS Foundation is providing 
Vincent’s salary with other donors helping with 
additional expenses. 
Since the middle of January, 50 children have been 

involved in a feeding program 3 days a week. These 
children, from very poor situations, are being fed before 
and after school. Vincent is keen that the children have 
food in stomachs for their growth needs as well as to 
help their concentration at school. Having grown up in 
the communities he is now assisting, Vincent is no 
stranger to the battle between poverty and education. 
He sees education as one of a number of strategies to 
address community needs. 
Home-based care involves training relatives and others 
to care for people suffering from the affects of AIDS, in 
their own homes. This often involves palliative care and 
it is very important for the carers to minimise their own 
risk of infection while caring for people in extremely 

distressing and terminal conditions. Home-based 
care continues to operate as part of the project. One 
of the people Vincent originally trained has now taken 
up the leadership of this aspect of the work. It is 
expanding into another community as well.  
Community Information Kiosks will commence in April 
in Extensions 6 and 8. They will provide information 
on health and HIV/AIDS; employment opportunities; 
and social services available to residents. The kiosks 
will operate 3 mornings a week. 
Also in April, Operation Lazarus is conducting an 

information workshop to inform and 
network with community organisations and 
churches about its goals and to enlist 
volunteers for the project. 

Broughton College is a school in the Macarthur region of 
south-west Sydney. 
Over the last 3 years, each Year 12 group has undertaken 
fundraising on behalf of African AIDS Foundation. 
In 2002 the group raised $850. In 2003 they were able to 
raise $2700.  
The school has held dinners and other functions, all 
initiated and organised by the year 12 students and 
supported by their teachers.  
As well as elevating understanding about AIDS in Africa, 
the students have been able to use the experience to gain 
credit for studies in hospitality and other areas of the 
school curriculum.  
This year the students came up with a novel fundraiser called “SHADES for AIDS” . For a small 
donation, students were allowed to wear sunglasses for the day, with the coolest student winning a 
prize. The School raised $550-00 from the event. What a great start to this year’s fundraising 
efforts. 
Thanks to all the Broughton students and teachers who have supported AAF over the last 3 years. 
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Dr Vincent Mkhabela, with Peter 
Campbell and Hope Sleasman of 

Rainbows of Hope. 
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You can help African AIDS Foundation to help by: 
¨ Giving financial support - every cent you give goes to those 

in need; 
¨ Praying for AAF and the organisations it assists; 
¨ Telling others about AAF and its work; 
¨ Inviting AAF to address your church, club or school; 
¨ Visiting Africa as a volunteer to experience firsthand the 

needs and the solutions; 
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